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Biosimilars in Russia 

 

This Webinar on Biosimilars in Russia was presented by Dr Igor Castro, Deputy Country Head at Biocad 

Brazil and Dr Anton Kaunov, General Manager for Biocad Brazil.   

 

Pharma 2020 

In 2010, the share of the imported drugs in the total Russian pharma market's value was 76.5%. Russian 

authorities were looking for opportunities to contain health care budget growth driven by:  

 The aging population and increasing number of people suffering from high-cost 
diseases, including oncology and HIV. 

 Drug inflation and Russian ruble devaluation.  
As a result, key strategic goals and initiatives were outlined in the federal program Pharma -2020. Key 

results of the implementation of this program were:  

 At least 11 pharma multinationals constructed, expanded, and modernized their own 
plants through 2006-2016. 

 59 partnership agreements were concluded between pharma multinationals and 
Russian companies, many focusing on production of pharmaceuticals in Russia. 

 The share of the domestically produced drugs in Russia increased. Growth was seen in 
the Russian Pharma market's value, reimbursements, especially for high-cost drugs and 
for medicines on the essential drug list.      

Stimulation of Research and Development and capital investments of the domestic procedures and legal 

framework development by state authorities allowed for expansion of biosimilars in Russia. As part of 

the Pharma 2020 the regulatory framework for biosimilars in Russia was updated and harmonized with 

international standards (WHO, EMA and EEU).  

 

Biocad biosimilars  

Biosimilars bevacizumab, trastuzumab and rituximab, were developed and brought to the market by 

local producer Biocad. 
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Bevacizumab  

The bevacizumab biosimilar Avegra was launched in 2016. In 2020, the market share of this product in 

Russia was 98%. The introduction of Avegra on the Russian market resulted in increased availability of 

bevacizumab treatment to patients (1.800 patients in 2013 and almost 16.000 patients in 2020), while 

the market share of the originator (Avastin) decreased to 2%.  

 

Trastuzumab   

The trastuzumab biosimilar Herticad was launched in 2016 and has a market share of 76% in 2019. In 

addition, this product resulted in an increase in trastuzumab treatment availability to patients from 

2.500 patients in 2013 to almost 15.000 patients in 2019. 

 

Rituximab   

The rituximab biosimilar Acellbia was launched in 2016 and has a market share of 71% in 2020. The 

availability to treatment with rituximab increased for 9.868 patients in 2012 to almost 14.000 in 2020.  

 

The introduction of the biosimilars resulted in lower prices and state budget cost savings in Russia.  

 

Biocad Company 

Biocad is the 1st in the anticancer drugs segment in Russia and is in the top-15 of corporations on the 

Russian pharmaceutical market. This position is also due to the Pharma 2020 program. 

Biocad has strategic partnerships with academia, including 25 university partners, one bachelor program 

and 3 master program. This allows to develop human resources with the required competences.   

 

Biocad has 9 manufacturing sites in operation and is granted GMP and GLP certificates of several 

different regulatory agencies. The portfolio includes 60 products, with over 20 biologicals. More than 25 

products are in development. Biocad has 2500 employees, 40% of them are researchers and scientists. 

Biocad is a fully integrated company from developing genetically engineered biotechnology products to 

clinical studies. The research is divided in three groups: monoclonal antibodies, small molecules, and 

gen therapy. Three original monoclonal antibodies were launched in 2019-2020; Netakimab (IL-17 

inhibitor), Prolgolimab (IgG1 PD-1 inhibitor) and Levilimab (IL-6R inhibitor). In the pipeline are different 

products with different targets. Marketed products are exported to 24 countries.  

 

Q&A  

Main question: if your products are excellent why are they not registered in highly regulated countries 

such as EU or US.     
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Answer: The main problem is not for scientific reasons, but it is a regulatory issue. When Biocad started 

the biosimilar program, the main task was get this product as soon as possible to the Russian market, 

working according to Russian regulation. For access to the highly regulated markets, the reference 

product for the bio-similarity studies needs to obtained on the local market. Which means that you have 

to buy products from the local market and repeat the bio-similarity studies for each of these markets. 

This is very expensive and not affordable for a young company.  

 

The webinar was moderated by Mireille Gerrits and attended by approximately 30 participants. The 

report will be available on the EBPMN website.  

 


