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This webinar featured two expert presentations and Q&A sharing experiences and challenges 
in China and the Netherlands in the collection and therapy of convalescent plasma (CP) in 
Covid-19 patients. 
 
Mr. Yang Huichuan, vice-chairman of the China Blood Transfusion Association and vice-
president of CNBG, summarized a recently published single arm study [1] in 10 severely ill  
patients treated with 200 ml CP. A potential therapeutic effect within 3 days after CP 
transfusion was apparent. Results from a second single-centre trial (a randomized double-
blind control trial/RCT) in 200 severe cases have been submitted for publication and seem to 
confirm such positive therapeutic effect. Finally, overall data from China’s Ministry of Health 
from 670 cases treated with CP suggest clinical improvement in 76% of the cases. In response 
to a question posed on another Chinese RCT study [2], which suggests that CP therapy in 
patients with severe COVID-19 did not result in a statistically significant clinical improvement 
within 28 days, Mr Yang answered that he still needs to carefully look at that paper before 
being able to explain this apparent discrepancy.    
 
Dr. Hans Vrielink, from Sanquin, the Netherlands Blood Transfusion Service and president-
elect of the World Apheresis Association gave an overview of manufacturing and application 
of Covid-19 plasma in the Netherlands with a focus to challenges in selection of appropriate 
donors and patients. Sanquin joined a recently created international CoVIg-19 Plasma Alliance 
to develop hyperimmune immunoglobulin (H-IG) therapy for patients at risk of serious 
complications by Covid-19. This Alliance of about ten global and local plasma processing 
parties aims to accelerate the development of a potential immunoglobulin therapy and to 
increase supply and availability of H-IG. The plan is to produce two batches (one in US and one 
in Europe), which may also be used in LMICs.  The global collection and production process 



are estimated to last about three months, to be followed by clinical studies in patients. All 
participating organizations can use the clinical data from this global study if their own batches 
are produced according to FDA or EMA approved guidelines. To avoid a geographically non-
equitable distribution of these products in patients, a third party will decide where and in 
which patients the products will be used. The first collective production batch has a size of 
about 1800 liter (30 bottles of 60 liter); the second batch will be about 3000 liter. Clinical 
studies are expected to start in the first week of July; results should be ready by early August. 
The target will probably become immunocompromised patients with as main objective to try 
to avoid admittance to an Intensive Care Unit.  
 
In the wrap up session, Mrs. Meng Li from CNBG concluded that after the first webinar on 7 
May on Covid-19 with regulatory WHO and EMA experts, this second webinar with 
international experts from China and the Netherlands provided very practical manufacturing 
information,  valuable to LMIC biopharmaceutical manufacturers. EBPMN intends to continue 
this series of webinars for (prospective) members.   
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